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BG Hector E. Pagan was born in Manhattan, NY, 
and was raised in Puerto Rico.  He was commissioned 
as an Infantry officer from the ROTC program at the 
University of Puerto Rico at Mayaguez, where he was a 
Distinguished Military Student and Graduate.        

He attended the Infantry Officers Basic Course and 
Ranger School in 1980, and was assigned to the 1st 
Battalion, 51st Infantry, in Germany, as a Rifle Platoon 
Leader, Company Executive Officer and Scout Platoon 
Leader.  In 1983, he attended the Infantry Officers 
Advanced Course and remained at Fort Benning, Ga., 
with the Infantry Training Group and the 29th Infantry 
Regiment, where he served as chief, Special Weapons Committee, operations officer, and commanded 
the Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 2nd Bn., 29th Infantry Regiment from 1984 to1986.

BG Pagan served in Panama with the 3rd Bn., 7th Special Forces Group (Airborne), 1988-1990, 
as an A-Detachment commander and Battalion S1.  He served in Operation Just Cause and deployed 
to El Salvador in 1989.  From 1990 to 1992, he served in Special Forces Branch, Total Army Person-
nel Command as a future readiness officer and captains assignments officer.  He attended the Army 
Command and General Staff Course and then served as the executive officer, 1st Bn., 7th SF Group 
(Airborne).  From 1994-1995, he served in the U.S. Army Special Operations Command as the chief, 
officer management, office of the deputy chief of staff for personnel.

He returned to the 7th SF Group (Airborne) in 1995, where he served as group operations officer, 
executive officer and deputy commander.  From 1998-2000, BG Pagan commanded the 2nd Bat-
talion, 1st SF Group (Airborne) at Fort Lewis, Wash.  After his tour with the 1st SF Group, he was 
assigned to the Special Operations Command South, Naval Station Roosevelt Roads, Puerto Rico, 
where he served as the director of operations, J3, from 2000 to 2002.    

Upon completion of the U.S. Army War College in 2003, BG Pagan took command of the 5th SF 
Group (Airborne) in Baghdad, Iraq, Operation Iraqi Freedom.  He led the 5th SF Group (Airborne) 
in combat as the commander of the Combined Joint Special Operations Task Force – Arabian Penin-
sula for two combat tours in 2003 and 2004.

In 2005, BG Pagan served as the special assistant to the commander of the United States Special 
Operations Command at MacDill Air Force Base, Fla.  In 2006, he assumed duties as the deputy 
director of the Operations Support Group in the Center for Special Operations in the U.S. Special 
Operations Command. 

BG Pagan became the deputy commander, U.S. Army Special Operations Command in Novem-
ber 2006 and in May 2007 assumed duties as deputy commander, U.S. Army John F. Kennedy Special 
Warfare Center at Fort Bragg, NC. 

BG Pagan is a graduate of the Infantry Officer Basic and Advanced Courses, the Combined Arms 
and Services Staff School, the Special Forces Detachment Officer Qualification Course, the Army 
Command and General Staff Course, the Joint Forces Staff College and the Army War College.  His 
awards and decorations include the Defense Superior Service Medal, Legion of Merit, Bronze Star 
Medal with bronze oak leaf, Defense Meritorious Service Medal, the Army Meritorious Service Medal 
with one silver oak leaf and one bronze oak leaf, the Army Commendation Medal with bronze oak 
leaf, the Army and Joint Service Achievement Medals, the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal with 
bronze star device, the Joint Meritorious Unit Award (2nd oak leaf cluster), the Navy Meritorious Unit 
Commendation, Special Forces and Ranger Tabs, the Combat Infantryman Badge (second award), the 
Expert Infantryman Badge, and Master Parachutist Badge.  He earned a master’s degree in manage-
ment from Troy State University and a master’s degree in strategic studies from the U.S. Army War 
College. 
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